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Agriculture in India defines familial tradition, social relations, and gender roles. Women
in the agricultural sector, whether through traditional means or industrial, for
subsistence or as an agricultural laborer, represents a momentous demographic group.
Agriculture is directly tied to issues such as economic independence, decision-making
abilities, agency and access to education and health services and this manner has
created externalities such as poverty and marginalization and compounded issues of
gender inequality. Agriculture continues to play an important role in most non-industrial
economies, as a major contributor to the country's GDP and as a source of employment
and livelihood.

Ravindra K Agrawal is the MD & Founder at KisanKraft Limited
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“INCREASED AUTOMATION IN
agriculture is a welcome change”

Ravindra K Agrawal, MD, Kisankraft, dwells on the changes
brought about by technological advances

How have technologi-
cal advances impacted
the Indian farmer's
way of life?
>> Technology is enabling
a shift from input-inten-
sive to knowledge-inten-
sive agriculture. All op-
erations of agriculture are
impacted by technology
to help achieve yields,
quality, scale and preci-
sion that would be impos-
sible otherwise.
Technology has im-

pacted farmers, beginning
with basic hand tools, to
the latest intelligent ma-
chinery. It has reduced
drudgery, aided uniform
and controlled opera-
tions, increased produc-
tivity by better soil prepa-
ration, sowing, pesticides
and fertilization applica-
tion, irrigation, harvest-
ing, and post-harvesting
operations. Instead of
simple scythes, now com-
bines are used to effi-

ciently harvest field
crops. Technology has
also improved livestock-
based agriculture. Large
scale milking of cows or
raising of crores of chick-
enispossible due to tech-
nology.

Next big impact is by
development of new seed
varieties and hybrids.
New seeds increased

ease and drought toler-
ance have resulted in bet-
ter yields.

Targeted fertilizers,
pesticides, fungicides and
weedicides have changed
the way farmers cultivate.
They help farmers grow
crops and get consistent
yields by fighting devas-
tating diseases and in-
sects, Irrigation technolo-

Finally, technology
drives harvesting and
post-harvesting process-
ing to bring the best qual-
ity produce to the market.

representatives are nat responsibi

yields, income and allevi- gies and weather predic-

ated starvation. Seeds tions furtheraide a farmer

withbeneficial traits, dis- address vagary of nature.
e/liable whatsoever, Readers are to make their own informe

before relying on information presents





