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Contents

	         
Month
	                                  
                                Activity 

	 January

	· Initiated interaction with Punya Nagari 
· Initiated interaction with Entrepreneur
· Authored article with Malayalam Manorama


	February
	· Karnataka budget reaction quote 
· Post-budget expectation vs. outcome 
· Initiated interaction with Lokasatta
· Initiated interaction with ET Now


	March
	· Initiated interaction with Dainik Bhaskar 
· Initiated interaction with Veer Arjun 
· Initiated interaction with Rashtraya Sahara 
· Initiated interaction with Vyapar
· Punjab Press Release 















Activity Highlights
		
· 	Explored an opportunity for an email interaction with Punya Nagari on the issues faced in the agricultural sector and their solutions
Status: Coverage received and shared

· Authored article on Opportunities for Entrepreneurs in the Agricultural Sector
Status: Coverage received and shared in Entrepreneur
· Post-budget expectation vs. outcome
Status: Coverage received and shared
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Authored article on sustained food production in different climatic conditions
Status: Awaiting coverage in Malayalam Manorama
· Karnataka budget reaction quote
Status: Coverage received and shared

· Explored an opportunity with Loksatta on the Agricultural sector in India and how to improve it
Status: Awaiting coverage

· Explored an opportunity for a televised interview with ET Now on the Indian Agriculture outlook 2019
Status: Interaction postponed till the further notice

· Interaction opportunities with Punjab media on "The overuse of fertilizer"
Status: Coverage received and shared  

· Explored an opportunity with Dainik Bhaskar on  the current state of agriculture and farmers  
Status: Coverage received and shared  

· Article with Veer Arjun on  the current state of agriculture and farmers  
Status: Coverage received and shared  
· Article with Rashtriya Sahara on  the current state of agriculture and farmers  
Status: Coverage received and shared    

· Opportunity with Vyapar on the current state of agriculture and farmers
Status: Coverage received and shared  



Coverage
	Publication
	Punya Nagari

	Date
	31/12/18	

	Headline
	Regional
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	Publication
	Dainik Bhaskar

	Date
	14/3/19	

	Headline
	Regional
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	Publication
	Corporate Citizen

	Date
	March issue 

	Headline
	Budget 2019
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PUBLICATION NAME:  Entrepreneur 

	Headline
	Opportunities for Entrepreneurs in the Agricultural Sector
	Date
	25/2/2019

	Link
	https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/328865
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Union Budget Coverage 

	PUBLICATION NAME:  The Hindu 

	Headline
	Telangana, Odisha pay more to support farmers
	Date
	2/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  The Economic Times 

	Headline
	Government's income support to farmers no match to Telangana & Odisha schemes: Experts
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/governments-income-support-to-farmers-no-match-to-telangana-odisha-schemes-experts/articleshow/67796296.cms
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  The Times of India 

	Headline
	Government's income support to farmers no match to Telangana & Odisha schemes: Experts
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/govts-income-support-to-farmers-no-match-to-telangana-odisha-schemes-experts/articleshow/67796049.cms
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  The Hindu 

	Headline
	Telangana, Odisha pay more to support farmers
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/telangana-and-odisha-pay-more/article26155315.ece
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  CNBC TV18 

	Headline
	Government's income support to farmers no match to Telangana & Odisha schemes: Experts
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://www.cnbctv18.com/agriculture/budget-2019-governments-income-support-to-farmers-no-match-to-telangana-and-odisha-schemes-say-experts-2162801.htm
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Outlook India 

	Headline
	Government's income support to farmers no match to Telangana & Odisha schemes: Experts
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/govts-income-support-to-farmers-no-match-to-telangana--odisha-schemes-experts/1470342
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Business Today 

	Headline
	Government's income support to farmers no match to Telangana & Odisha schemes: Experts
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://www.businesstoday.in/pti-feed/govts-income-support-to-farmers-no-match-to-telangana-and-odisha-schemes-experts/story/316140.html
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Krishi Jagaran 

	Headline
	Government's income support to farmers no match to Telangana & Odisha schemes: Experts
	Date
	2/2/2019

	Link
	https://krishijagran.com/news/modi-s-income-support-to-farmers-is-no-match-to-odisha-telangana-s-agri-schemes-experts/
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Dainik Bhaskar 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  National Duniya 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Haryana Mail 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Gurgaon Today 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Veer Arjun 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Amrit India 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/2/2019
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Karnataka Budget Coverage 

	PUBLICATION NAME:  Udaiyavani 

	Headline
	Regional 
	Date
	11/2/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Hosadigantha 

	Headline
	Regional 
	Date
	11/2/2019
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	Publication
	Rashtriya Sahara

	Date
	21/3/19	

	Headline
	Regional
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	Publication
	Veer Arjun

	Date
	21/3/19	

	Headline
	Regional
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	Publication
	Vyapar

	Date
	21/3/19	

	Headline
	Regional
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Aapka Faisla 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/3/2019
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  WWN 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	1/3/2019

	Link
	http://www.worldwisdomnews.com/awareness-on-kisan-craft-provided/
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Mangla Times 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	1/3/2019

	Link
	https://www.manglatimes.com/%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%AB%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%9F-%E0%A4%A8%E0%A5%87-%E0%A4%89%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8B%E0%A4%82/
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	PUBLICATION NAME:  Encouter News 

	Headline
	Regional
	Date
	2/3/2019

	Link
	http://encounterindia.in/kisan-kraft-made-aware-of-the-excess-use-of-fertilizers
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POSITIVE CHANGES FOR AGRICULTURAL
SECTOR

Its a good budget focused on implementing
positive changes to the agricultural sector. We
believe this will pave the way for the sector to

see increased participation from businesses in
improving farmer skills and income. In addition
to Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and other
measures to increase farmer income, agricultural
inputs and machinery should also be exempted
from indirect taxes bringing down costs. Busi-
nesses should be allowed to invest intelligence
in the cultivation of all crops and should be
encouraged to set up model farms across India.
This will be a huge step in educating farmers
on best practices and build knowledge pool. In
addition, the Government should allow for mas-
sive investments to address issues at the ground
level like soil degradation and gaps in Package
of Practices. We are happy to see an increased
allocation for MGNREGA in this direction.
Ravindra Agrawal, MD, KisanKraft

ACCHE DIN FOR MIDDLE-CLASS TAXPAYERS

Middle-class taxpayers including salaried

and pensioners are here to see some ‘Acche
Din’ owing to tax sops announced in the
Interim Budget 2019 and which came in over
and above the expectations. In the entire
endeavour, the FM has managed to please
the debt market by containing the target
current account deficit to 2.5% for FY19 and
fiscal deficit to 3.4% for both FY19 and FY20.
Overall, the finance minister gave a road map
and vision for next 10 years where he would
like to take the economy, reducing hassles

of the taxpayers and going digital thereby
reducing the personal interface between
taxpayer and tax officers. Overall, the budget
struck a chord with almost all the segments of
the society.

Arun Thukral, Axis Securities

HURRAH FOR HOMEBUYERS

The Interim Budget of 2019 will definitely benefit
both the affordable housing sector as well as
homebuyers. The budget focused groups, espe-
cially homebuyers. The past five years has brought
forth a number of policies including RERA and
the Benami Transaction Act which will help
bring in greater transparency within the sector.
‘The Government announced policies that would,
directly and indirectly, impact the homebuyers,
including a complete tax rebate for those earning
up to 35 lakh, an increase in disposable income
and an exemption of notional rent on the second
self-occupied home. This directly implies regained
trust between home buyers and the sector, and we
can expect this to boost the second home market
to a great extent. We are looking forward to fur-
ther announcements on the reduced GST burden
for homebuyers, which will further encourage
greater investments and a further growth.
Ramji Subramaniam, MD, Sowpamika
Projects and Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd.

BENEFICIAL TO DEVELOPERS AND BUILDERS

While measures such as RERA have brought
in processes to protect home buyers ang
streamline investments in the sector, the cur-
rent budget has also announced measures to
largely benefit developers and builders there-
by making it a progressive one. The extended
tax years on deemed rental income from an
unsold inventory of residential apartments
remaining in the hands of developers will
defintitely lessen the tax burden on builders. It
will be a morale booster for developers hold-
ing unsold stock of apartments in a sluggish
market. Recommendation to reduce GST
from the existing 12% will have less burden
on home buyers and will improve the buying
power of genuine buyers who may have
deferred buying homes.

Gururaj Bhat, CFO, Karle Group

ELECTION
BREAKING
BUDGET

The Interim Union Budget
was supposed to be a vote
on account of being an
Election Year but turned out
to be a populist and election
breaking one. The Budget
does no harm and can be
aptly summarised as a
pragmatic Balancing Act.
From a macro perspective,
despite the aggregate
GST collections being

less than 7% over the last
six months, the Finance
Minister hopes to end FY19
with a contained slippage
at 3.4 % of GDP. The same
estimates have been
maintained for FY20 which
is no doubt challenging
considering the likely 0.5%
downward impact the
farmer cash transfer and
the tax exemption would
cost the exchequer. Itis
bold thinking and guarded
optimism on tax buoyancy
which is lending itself to
the optimism for FY20. As
we all appreciate the full
blown out proposals would
be left to the discretion of
the New Govt. in July 19.
Itis an Election Year and
one had mare scepticism
as we headed towards
May but FM Piyush Goyal
should be complimented
for having done his

Maths to a granular level
and presenting a set

of proposals which no

one would grudge and
additionally make a few
faces smile.

KV Ganesh, President
- Finance & CFO, TVS Tyres

March 1-15, 2019 / Corporate Citizen / 39
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Opportunities for Entrepreneurs in the
Agricultural Sector

Over the recent past, there has been a tremendous incline in the
start-up economy. However, a very small per cent of start-ups is
focused on the agricultural sector. The agricultural sector playsa
pivotal role in the growth and development of the Indian
economy. It fulfils the food and nutrition requirements of 1.3 billion Indians as well as
creates employment opportunities for the majority of the population.

A clear indication of growth can be seen in increased investor activity in the Agritech
start-up space. 2018 saw a disclosed investment of about $65 million in Indian
agriculture, which is a 21per cent increase from the previous year. While this
demonstrates progression, the sector stil struggles behind in certain segments such
as storage and supply chain management. With this growing demand, there is a need
for agri-entrepreneurs to employ innovative models and solve the problems in this
sector such as dissemination of information, farm management, capital availability,
farm mechanization, improved cultivars, environment-friendly pesticides and
fertilizers and agricultural supply chain. There are various segments lacking
development, which open up opportunities for entrepreneurs

BE A PART OF INDIA'S FRANCHISE [T K
BUSINESS GROWTH STORY [yt g
BRANDS orr

Cultivation: Traditional methods are still used by farmers today, driven by
experiences, which are not practical today. With the development and integration of
new equipment, practices and types of seeds, these tasks can be handled with much
‘more efficiency. The available data could be utilized and worked on to benefit
cultivation across the board

Services: The lack of correct tools and machines can lead to a lot more damage than
anticipated, but it may not be affordable by many farmers. This can be rectified by
agro-dealers who can offer rental services of farm machinery. Knowledge of
‘machinery and its appropriate utilization is another invaluable service that should be
provided to farmers.

Post-Harvest: After harvesting of crops, processing, cleaning and packaging must be
executed before the crop becomes fit for human consumption. This is a necessary step
that cannot be done without the right tools. An example of this can be seen with
Cassava; once harvested, with the help of agro-processors, it can be processed into
garri, cassava flour and animal feed. The profits are greatly amplified by this post-
harvest processing.

Infrastructure: The quality of produce is enhanced with improved transport faciliies.
It helps create a market for agricultural produce and facilitates interaction among
‘geographical regions. Over 35% of produce is often damaged and rendered wasteful
due tolack of proper storage and transportation. Therefore, proper stacking and
transportation necessary.

Research and Development: With the growing demand and advancement in
technology, there is a constant need for the development of new methods and seeds in
the agricultural industry. This can only be done through research and development.
Farmers can access these researches to overcome issues like seed problems, crop

pests and diseases etc. Research can also ensure the development of
quality and environment-friendly agrochemicals.

Every stage in the value chain is important and dependent on one another to function
properly and every stage is profitable. With the current challenges and opportunities
prevalent in our country, entrepreneurship can provide innovative solutions to solve
some of the critical issues in the agricultural sector.

Subscribe Today

New solutions,ideas, emerging trends, and reakif disruptions. Get the
monthly dose of Entrepreneur delivered to you.
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NEW DELHI: Farm industry welcomed the
government's direct income support scheme
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In the interim budget 2019-20, the
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New Delhi, Feb 1() Farm industry welcomed the government's direct income support
scheme PM-KISAN but said the amount offered to small and marginal farmers is
lower than what is being provided by Telangana and Odisha governments.

In the interim budget 2019-20, the government announced transfer of Rs 6,000 per
year to 12 crore farmers holding cultivable land up to 2 hectare directly into their
bank accounts from this year itself.

Welcoming the move, Indian Council of Food and Agriculture Chairman M J Khan
said: "The support amount is small and lower than the Rythu Bandhu scheme of
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Budget 2019: Government's income support

to farmers no match to Telangana and
Odisha schemes, say experts

> Alliance for Agri Innovation Executive Director Shivenc

j said it is a pro-farmer and pro-agriculture budget
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New Delhi, Feb 1 Farm industry weleomed the govemment's direct income support
scheme PM-KISAN but said the amount offered to small and marginal farmers is lower
than what is being provided by Telangana and Odisha governments.

In the interim budget 2019-20, the government announced transfer of Rs 6.000 per year to
12 crore farmers holding cultivable land up to 2 hectare directly into their bank accounts
from this year itself.

Welcoming the move, Indian Council of Food and Ag

iculture Chairman M J Khan said:
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New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI) Farm industry welcomed the

government's direct income support scheme PM-KISAN but

- said the amount offered to small and marginal farmers is lower
< than what is being provided by Telangana and Odisha
56 and Blockchain governments. In the interim budget 2019-20, the government
Economics
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Modi’s Income Support to
Farmers is No Match to Odisha,
Telangana’s Agri Schemes:
Experts
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